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If we had the time and the space available we would 
attempt to list all the attendees and participants but we 
don’t have either. The MIGRA staff encourages you to 
join us for any of our events or any other IGRA asso-
ciation Rodeos or events and experience all the fun.

Many new faces were in the 
crowd and behind the scenes

It is my sincere pleasure to welcome you 
to the first publication of the newly named 
BUSTED BRONC for MIGRA. I would like to intro-
duce the BUSTED BRONC staff. 

Myself as the Chief Editor / Publisher and Photogra-
pher, and Secretary of MIGRA. For those not familiar 
with me, I currently hold three Board positions with 
Lambda Car Club International (LCCI), LCCI DE-
TROIT REGION. The positions with LCCI DETROIT 
include Managing Editor /Publisher of the DETROIT 
HEADLINER which is in it’s 29th year of publication.

Dennis Zelazny brings over 30 years of graphic ex-
perience to our staff. He is also a published writer 

A word from your EDITOR:

Gordon Satterly

Continued on Page 10.

All original work is copyright  © 
2014 by Mr. Gordon D. Satterly. All 
rights reserved. Reprinting, repro‑
duction or circulation of materials 
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January 17, 2014 IGRA Board of Directors Meeting Crowne Plaza St Louis Downtown St. Louis
January 17 - 19, 2014 IGRA University 2014 Crowne Plaza St Louis Downtown St. Louis
February 14, 2014 AGRA Rodeo School Corona Ranch & Rodeo Grounds Phoenix
February 14 - 16, 2014 Arizona Gay Rodeo (AGRA) Corona Ranch & Rodeo Grounds Phoenix
February 28, 2014 TGRA Rodeo School Dallas Fair Park Coliseum Dallas
February 28 - 2, 2014 A Texas Tradition Rodeo (TGRA) Dallas Fair Park Coliseum Dallas
March 29, 2014 NGRA Rodeo School Henderson Saddle Association Las Vegas
April 4, 2014 FGRA Rodeo School Bergeron Rodeo Grounds Fort Lauderdale
April 4 ‑ 6, 2014 Sunshine Stampede (FGRA) Bergeron Rodeo Grounds Fort Lauderdale
April 26, 2014 GSGRA-BAC Rodeo School The Thrill at Morgan Hill SF Bay Area
May 2 - 4, 2014 Hot Rodeo 2014 (GSGRA) AC Dysart Equestrian Park Palm Springs
May 9 - 10, 2014 BigHorn Rodeo (NGRA) Horseman’s Park Las Vegas
May 23, 2014 IGRA Board of Directors Meeting  
May 23 - 25, 2014 Great Plains Rodeo (OGRA) Oklahoma State Fair Park Oklahoma City
June 13 - 15, 2014 ILGRA Rodeo School 6 Guns Ranch and Arena Chicago
June 27, 2014 ARGRA Rodeo School Strathmore Agricultural Grounds Calgary
June 27 - 29, 2014 Canadian Rockies Int’l Rodeo (ARGRA) Strathmore Agricultural Grounds Calgary
July 11, 2014 IGRA Board of Directors Meeting Jefferson County Fairgrounds Denver
July 11 - 13, 2014 Canadian Rockies Int’l Rodeo (ARGRA) Jefferson County Fairgrounds Denver
July 25, 2014 NMGRA Rodeo School Rodeo de Santa Fe Santa Fe
July 25 - 27, 2014 Zia Regional Rodeo (NMGRA) Rodeo de Santa Fe Santa Fe
August 10 - 11, 2014 Gay Games 9 Rodeo Cleveland, OH Cleveland/Akron
August 16, 2014 GSGRA-BAC Rodeo School The Thrill at Morgan Hill SF Bay Area
August 29 - 31, 2014 Show-Me State Rodeo (MGRA) Lone Wolf Ranch Arena Kansas City
September 5 - 7, 2014 Sierra Stampede (SCCGRA) Central Park Horse Arena Sacramento
September 12 ‑ 14, 2014 Best Buck in the Bay (GSGRA) Driscoll Ranch San Francisco
October 16 - 19, 2014 World Gay Rodeo Finals® Will Rogers Center Fort Worth
November 13, 2014 IGRA Board of Directors Meeting DoubleTree Stapleton North Denver
November 13 - 16, 2014 IGRA Annual Convention 2014 DoubleTree Stapleton North Denver

IGRA Rodeo Schedule 2014
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E mail  Contact:
info@michiganrodeo.org

MIGRA, An IRS 501(c)3 
Corporation was Founded in 
Detroit on April 12, 1994, and 
is a Member Association of 
the International Gay Rodeo 
Association. MIGRA sup-
ports the purpose of IGRA and 
encourages all of our Fans, 
Spectators, Members and 
Friends to visit the IGRA Web-
site. MIGRA and its logo are 
registered (SM) Service Marks 
by the State of Michigan. Use 
of MIGRA or the MIGRA logo 
is prohibited without express 
consent.

MIGRA BOARD
Executive Board

Scott Korff President,
s.korff@migra-mi.com

Richard Swonger V. President,  
r.swonger@migra-mi.com

Gordon Satterly Secretary,  
g.satterly@migra-mi.com

Donald Smith Treasurer, 
d.smith@migra-mi.com

David Hallwood IGRA Trustee,
d.hallwood@migra-mi.com
 
Directors
Director 1
Eric Swafford
e.swafford@migra-mi.com 

Director 2
Anna Parrett (Shelby Lynn) 
s.lynn@migra-mi.com

Director 3
Tony Heimberger  
t.heimberger@@migra-mi.com
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— careful boys...
this gal takes no 

prisoners.



Greetings MIGRA Support-
ers and Rodeo Fans, 

Wow… What a ride we took 
in 2013! MIGRA ended the 
2013 year on a good note 
with promising new plans 
and endeavors for our 20th 
year as a Domestic 501 (c)3 
Non Profit Corporation. 
We worked extremely hard 
to stabilize and sustain our 
Corporate Board Structure, 
and I can’t tell you how 
proud I am of all of them. 

We soared through the Great 
Lakes Regional Rodeo 2013 
in full compliance with 
IGRA Rodeo Rules and 
without incident relative to 
our Contestants, Volunteers 
or Livestock. And we’re 
more than thrilled to have 
earmarked $414 to our 2013 
Charity Partner, Autism 
Society of Michigan. Hats 
off to all of our Rodeo
Committee, Staff, Contrac-
tors and Sponsors. 
Near the end of 2013 
MIGRA crowned 2 new 
Royalty Members, Mr. 
MIGRA 2014, Don Smith & 
Mr. MIGRA 2014 1st Run-

ner Up,
Tango Delmont. We are 
excited to have approved 
their selection of the 2014 
Charity Partner, St Jude’s 
Children’s Research Hos-
pital, and we look forward 
to good work and things to 
come from them. 

Looking at the year ahead, 
I can’t tell you what an 
honor and privilege it is to 
be the President of MIGRA 
for this, our 20th Year as a 
Non Profit Corporation and 
IGRA Member Associa-
tion. Sure there were some 
bumps along the way, but 
we’re devoted to driving 
MIGRA ahead into the fu-
ture, in addition to evolving 
with society as the GBLT 
Lifestyle and it’s relation to 
our Mission of fostering the 
sport of Rodeo and Country 
Western Lifestyle within. 
I tip my hat to you and eve-
ryone who has given their 
time to make all of this pos-
sible. A salute to our past, 
and a toast to our future... 
Thank you for your support 
over the years and in the 
future. 

Scott J Korff
President, MIGRA

Note from your President

Scott J Korff - MIGRA President

MIGRA 
BOARD MEMBERS

1. Eric Swafford
     Director
2. Gordon Satterly
    Secretary
3. Don Smith
     Treasurer
4. Scott Korff
     President
5. David Hallwood
     IGRA Trustee
6. Shelby Lynn
    (Anna Parrett)
     Director
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7. Richard Swonger
     Vice President
8. Tony Heimberger
     Director

2014 Royalty
Gordon Satterly , Don Smith, Shelby Lynn, Tango 
Del’Mont ( Nicholas Russe) , Scott Korff

President 
2014 Award 
to Tony Heim-
berger

Scott, Don, Tango and Shebly



Many of us in the gay community are familiar with the 
“Imperial Court” system that exists in many larger cities 
around the country. The idea for a “gay rodeo” originated 
with Phil Ragsdale in 1975. As the “Court Emperor” of 
Reno, Nevada, Ragsdale decided to raise money for the 
Muscular Dystrophy Association by means of a gay rodeo. 
The first available date at the Washoe County Fairgrounds 
was October 2nd, 1976, and Ragsdale began planning at 
once. At first, he was not able to find any farmers or ranch-
ers willing to lease livestock for a gay rodeo, but eventually 
the animals were secured and the rodeo went on as sched-
uled. There were not very many contestants or spectators 
that first year, but Ragsdale decided to keep it as an annual 
event. The event became known as the National Reno Gay 
Rodeo and every year thousands of dollars were raised for 
Muscular Dystrophy through competition of the titles of 
Mr., Ms., and Miss National Reno Gay Rodeo.

In 1981, an energetic group of Texas contestants attended 
the Reno rodeo. During the weekend, Miss Texas bumped 
into Wayne Jakino of Denver, Colorado. “She” ridiculed 
Wayne because of the small representation from Colorado, 
and Wayne vowed that the next year his state would show 
up in force. One-month later Wayne, Ron Jesser, and seven 
other men formed the Colorado Gay Rodeo Association 
(CGRA).

When Colorado returned to the 1982 National Reno Gay 
Rodeo they were 400 strong, including a mounted drill 
team and some 43 contestants. Comedienne Joan Rivers 
was the Grand Marshall that year, and there were over 
10,000 spectators in the grandstands. The contestants from 
Colorado gained support from other contestants to push for 
uniform rules in order to improve the quality of the rodeo.

That following winter, a group from Colorado traveled 
to Houston to encourage the formation of the Texas Gay 
Rodeo Association (TGRA) and a rodeo in that part of the 
country. Texas promised to support Colorado if they would 
lead the way with their own rodeo. On June 3rd, 1983, 
Denver became the second city in the U.S. to host a gay 
rodeo. Many contestants came from Texas and California to 
the first Rocky Mountain Regional Rodeo, only to experi-
ence torrential rain throughout the weekend. But the rodeo 
went on anyway! They had all been through too much to 
let a little water stop the festivities. In late June, the TGRA 

was formed and scheduled their first rodeo for the follow-
ing year. The Eighth National Reno Gay Rodeo was held in 
August with the largest number of gay dance groups ever 
assembled at a rodeo and the grandstands filled with over 
12,000 people.

In 1984 the Golden State Gay Rodeo Association (GSGRA) 
was formed in California. That was also the year of the 
Ninth Annual National Reno Gay Rodeo, which was the 
last rodeo held in that city due to financial difficulties. In 
November of that year, Texas held their first rodeo a few 

miles outside of Houston and in December, the Arizona Gay 
Rodeo Association (AGRA) was organized in Phoenix.

In March of 1985, gay rodeo moved to the West Coast as 
GSGRA hosted their first rodeo at the Los Angeles Eques-
trian Center in Burbank. The rodeo organizations from 
Colorado, Texas, California, and Arizona decided that 
it was time to have more uniformity in their rodeos and 

IGRA History:
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scheduled a convention in order to standardize rules 
and objectives of their associations. In September, the 
convention was held in Denver, where the Oklahoma 
Gay Rodeo Association (OGRA) was seated as the fifth 
Member Association, the International Gay Rodeo As-
sociation (IGRA) was formed, and Jakino was elected as 
the Founding President.

IGRA continued to expand in 1986 with repeat rodeos 
in Colorado, Texas, and California as well as two new 
rodeo locations in Phoenix and Oklahoma City. Jakino 
served his second term as IGRA President and Denver 
was again the location for IGRA’s second convention 
where three new Member Associations were seated: 
Kansas (KGRA), Missouri (MGRA), and New Mexico 
(NMGRA).

In 1987 Les Krambeal (OGRA) began serving as IGRA’s 
second President. At the IGRA Annual Convention in 
Albuquerque, the Silver State Gay Rodeo Associa-
tion (SSGRA) from Nevada was seated as the newest 
Member Association. Many new contestants decided to 
compete that year and several of the rodeos lasted up 
to twelve hours each day. As a result of these lengthy 
rodeos, it was decided to split the Member Associations 
into two geographical areas. Division I consisted of Cali-
fornia, Arizona, New Mexico, and Nevada while Divi-
sion II consisted of Colorado, Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas, 
and Missouri. This split would place three rodeos in each 
region with approximately half the number of contestants 
competing in each.

This was also the first year that a Country/Western dance 
competition was held during the IGRA Annual Conven-
tion. Several gay country bars around the country organ-
ized it and it proved to be popular evening entertain-
ment. The convention delegates voted to add the dance 
competition as an annual convention event. This was 
also the year for IGRA’s first International Finals Rodeo 
which was held in Hayward, California, near San Fran-
cisco. The IGRA Finals Rodeo brought the top contest-
ants from throughout the year to compete for each Event 
Championship buckle as well as the titles of All-Around 
Cowboy and All-Around Cowgirl.

Krambeal began his second term as IGRA President in 
1988 and the six divisional rodeos were all very success-

ful that year. At the fourth IGRA Annual Convention in 
Fort Worth, two more Member Associations were seated. 
They were Oregon and Wyoming as the tenth and elev-
enth members of IGRA. The 2nd IGRA Finals Rodeo, 
which had been scheduled for Reno, did not take place. 
Originally scheduled for the Lawler Events Center, the 
contract was canceled and court action to force the center 
to perform was not successful.

A contract with a private ranch sixty miles east of Reno 
was made void when the local homophobic District 
Attorney filed an injunction two days before the rodeo 
in order to stop the event. Two days in court as well as 
a trip to the Nevada Supreme Court failed to overturn 
the injunction. Many people canceled their trips when 
word got out about the possibility that the rodeo would 
not happen. More than 100 contestants and 600 specta-
tors who did arrive found themselves only to attend the 
evening parties. IGRA officers referred to the bylaws and 
awarded two sets of Event Championship buckles and 
All-Around Champion buckles to the top point contest-
ants throughout the year from each of the two rodeo 
divisions.

In 1989, Division I added one more rodeo to the circuit. 
The Greater San Diego Rodeo brought the total number 
of divisional rodeos to seven. Gerald Ford began serving 
as the third President of IGRA. The 5th IGRA Annual 
Convention returned to Albuquerque that year where two 
more associations joined IGRA. They were Montana’s 
Big Sky (BSGRA) and Utah (UGRA). Early in the rodeo 
year, Ford found it necessary to resign from the presiden-
cy because of increased personal business obligations. 
The IGRA Board of Directors appointed Linn Copeland 
(KGRA) for the remainder of the year. The 3rd IGRA 
Finals Rodeo was held in Phoenix as scheduled and was 
very successful.

The year of 1990 was one of tremendous growth for 
IGRA. Copeland began her second term as IGRA 
President and the IGRA Annual Convention was held 
in Wichita where four new Member Associations were 
seated. Northwest (NWGRA) representing Washington, 
Oregon, and Idaho; North Star (NSGRA) representing 
Minnesota and Wisconsin; Tri-State (TSGRA) represent-
ing Ohio, Indiana, and Kentucky; and Diamond State 
(DSRA) representing Arkansas were added to the IGRA 

Continued from pg. 5

Continued on pg. 8
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family. This was also the second year in a row that the 
IGRA Finals Rodeo was held in Phoenix and it turned out 
to be another very crowded event.

In 1991 Bob Pimentel (NMGRA) began his first term as 
the fifth President of IGRA. The 7th IGRA Annual Con-
vention was again held in Albuquerque where two more 
associations joined IGRA. They were the Atlantic States 
(ASGRA) representing Maryland, Virginia, and Wash-
ington, D.C. and the Southeast (SEGRA) representing 
the state of Georgia. New rodeo locations were approved 
for Colorado Springs, San Francisco, Tucson, and Wash-
ington, D.C. IGRA then split the rodeo circuit into three 
divisions with plans for a fourth division when at least 
one more rodeo was scheduled in the eastern part of the 
country. IGRA’s first International Sponsor came on board 
when the Miller Brewing Company agreed to have the 
Miller Lite brand provide support for all rodeos around the 
country. 

The 5th IGRA Finals Rodeo was held in Wichita.
The 1992 rodeo year was Pimentel’s second term as IGRA 
President. The 8th IGRA 
Annual Convention was 
held in the Twin Cities of 
Minneapolis and St. Paul. 
The Nevada Gay Rodeo As-
sociation (NGRA) became 
a Member Association and 
the Northwest Gay Rodeo 
Association (NWGRA) 
added the Canadian Prov-
ince of British Columbia 
to their group of three states, making IGRA a truly in-
ternational organization. In October, IGRA finalized the 
negotiations and entered into a three-year agreement with 
Miller Lite to become an International Sponsor of gay ro-
deo. Phoenix was once again the location for the 6th IGRA 
Finals Rodeo.

In 1993 Roger Bergmann (GSGRA) began serving his 
first of three terms as IGRA’s sixth President. Billings was 
the site of the 9th IGRA Annual Convention where three 
new Member Associations were seated: Illinois (ILGRA), 
Heartland (HGRA) representing Nebraska, and the Alberta 
Gay Rodeo Association (AGRA) as the second Canadian 
Province to join IGRA. Three new rodeos, located in Min-
neapolis/St. Paul; Kansas City, and Seattle were part of 

the total of 15 rodeos leading up to the 7th IGRA 
Finals Rodeo held in Fort Worth.

The 10th IGRA Annual Convention was held in Little 
Rock where the Michigan International Gay Rodeo As-
sociation (MIGRA) was seated and the state of Iowa was 
included as a part of HGRA. Since the Alberta associa-
tion’s acronym of AGRA was the same as Arizona’s, there 
had been considerable confusion during the past year. 
Alberta agreed to have their membership establish a new 
name for their association. Within a few months Alberta 
had changed their name to the Alberta Rockies Gay Rodeo 
Association (ARGRA). The 1994 rodeo year had four new 
rodeos in the United States (Palm Springs, Chicago, Little 
Rock, and Atlanta) and the first IGRA-sanctioned rodeo 
held outside of the United States (in Calgary, Alberta, 
Canada). Because of the additional rodeos in the eastern 
part of the United States, IGRA implemented the change 
to four rodeo divisions. For the 1994 rodeo year, there 
were a total of twenty rodeos leading up to the 8th IGRA 
Finals Rodeo in Denver.

In 1995 Bergmann began his final term as IGRA President. 
The Pennsylvania Gay Rodeo Association (PGRA) was 
seated at the 11th IGRA Annual Convention in Chicago. In 
this year there were 21 divisional rodeos scheduled which 
included one new rodeo, the Greater Motown International 
Rodeo in Detroit. The 9th IGRA Finals Rodeo was again 
held in Denver.

Minnesota’s own Tom Vance began his first term as the 
seventh President of IGRA at the start of the 1996 ro-
deo year. During that year, IGRA entered cyberspace by 
establishing a Web site at http://www.igra.com where you 
could find current information about the IGRA and all of 
the rodeos around the country. You could also link to Web 
sites for many of the IGRA Member Associations. The 
12th IGRA Annual Convention was held in Omaha and the 
10th IGRA Finals Rodeo was held in Albuquerque.

The 1997 rodeo year was the second term for Vance as 
IGRA President. The 13th IGRA Annual Convention was 
held in Salt Lake City during the last weekend of July. At 
this convention, only the second woman ever to be elected 
President hailed from Kansas, the same state where the 
first woman elected as President of IGRA. The 11th IGRA 
Finals Rodeo moved back to Phoenix during the weekend 
of October 23rd-26th, 1997.

Continued on pg. 6
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The 1998 rodeo year represented Linda 
Frazier’s (KGRA) first term as President 
of IGRA. The 14th IGRA Annual Con-
vention was held in Baltimore from July 
29th-August 3rd. The 12th IGRA Finals 
Rodeo was held in Phoenix during the 
weekend of October 22th-25th. The year 
of 1998 was also the first year that IGRA 
eliminated using divisions for rodeo com-
petition. All IGRA contestants competed 
equally for the 20 slots open in each event 
at the Finals Rodeo.

The 1999 rodeo year will 
be Frazier’s second term 
as IGRA President. The 
15th IGRA Annual Con-
vention was held in Long 
Beach, California from July 
28th-August 2nd. The 13th 
IGRA Finals Rodeo was 
held in Little Rock October 28th-31st. 
The 1999 rodeo schedule welcomed a 
new rodeo to the circuit, the Sierra Stam-
pede in Sacramento, California in mid-
August and welcomed back the Southern 
Spurs Stampede (formerly the Dixieland 
Rodeo) in Atlanta in mid-September.

California’s own Craig Alan Rouse began 
his first term as the ninth President of 
IGRA at the start of the 2000 rodeo year. 
The 16th IGRA Annual Convention was 
held in Las Vegas from August 3rd-6th 
and the 14th IGRA Finals Rodeo was held 
in Albuquerque from October 19th-22nd. 
The 2000 rodeo schedule welcomed a 
new rodeo to the circuit, the Salt Lake 
City Rodeo from June 2nd-4th.

The 2001 rodeo year was Rouse’s second 
year as IGRA President. The 17th IGRA 
Annual Convention was held in Long 
Beach from July 26th-29th and the 15th 
IGRA Finals Rodeo was held in Palm 
Springs from October 18th-21st.

The 2002 rodeo year was Rouse’s third 
year as IGRA President. The 18th IGRA 
Annual Convention was held in Cleve-
land from July 25th-28th and the 16th 
IGRA Finals Rodeo was held in Wichita 
from October 10th-13th.

The 2003 rodeo year was Rouse’s fourth 
year as IGRA President. The 19th IGRA 
Annual Convention was held in Phoenix 
from July 31st-August 3rd and the 17th 
IGRA Finals Rodeo was held in Tulsa 
from October 23rd-26th.

The 2004 rodeo year was Rouse’s fifth year 
as IGRA President. The 20th 
IGRA Annual Convention was 
held in Denver from October 
14th-19th and the 18th IGRA 
Finals Rodeo was in Omaha 
from October 14th-18th.

As with any large organiza-
tion, there are losses as well as gains. 
Over the years Oregon, the Cowboy 
State (Wyoming), Silver State (Nevada), 
Tri-State (Ohio, Indiana, and Kentucky), 
Northwest (Washington, Oregon, Idaho, 
and British Columbia) and Big Sky 
(Montana) were not able to keep their 
individual members active and their or-
ganizations have since dissolved. Two of 
those associations were able to reorgan-
ize and become involved with IGRA. 
That was the state of Nevada, who 
joined as the Nevada Gay Rodeo Associ-
ation (NGRA) and the Pacific Northwest 
Gay Rodeo Assocition (PNWGRA).

The International Gay Rodeo Associa-
tion (IGRA) currently has many Mem-
ber Associations representing states, the 
District of Columbia, and two Canadian 
provinces. IGRA is going strong and 
hopes that you will get involved with 
one of our Member Associations or 
perhaps promote the formation of a new 
association where IGRA is not active.

A word from your EDITOR:

Gordon Satterly
Continued from Page 2.
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Original article by Frank Harrell, with special thanks to IGRA.

appearing in various De-
troit publications.

Casey Newkirk has over 
30 years of experience 
as an editor/publisher do-
ing newsletters and other 
publications. Casey has 
been a freelance writer 
for numerous regional 
and national print publica-
tions. Newkirk has been 
a founder of several so-
cial organizations, includ-
ing NMGRA and a rodeo 
judge.

As MIGRA celebrates our 
twenty year anniversary I 
would like to reflect upon 
the MIGRA 2013 rodeo 
and the 2013 25th World 
Gay Finals Rodeo in Fort 
Worth, Texas with our pic-
ture salute in this issue.

New for LCCI and the De-
troit Region was the joint 
participation with IRGA 
and MIGRA’s 2013 Ro-
deo with a display of our 
LCCI DETROIT REGION 
collector cars, including 
my 1980 Camaro Rally 
Sport. 

It’s a pleasure knowing, 
meeting and working with 
everyone in MIGRA and 
IGRA. It takes a lot of hard 
work and dedication with 
many volunteers to make 
all of IGRA as successful 
as it is. 

I wish everyone a very 
safe and successful 2014 
Rodeo season. 


